M Y S 

Mvstf/rious. adf [myflerieux , French, from myflery.] 

1. Inacceffible to the underftanding; awfully obfeure. 

God at laft 

To Satan, firft in fin, his doom apply’d, 

Though in myjlerious terms. Milton's Par. Lojl. b. x. 

Then the true Son of knowledge firft appear’d, 

And the old dark myjlerious clouds were clear’d. Denham. 

2. Artfully perplexed. 

Thofe princes who were moft diftinguifhed for their myjle¬ 
rious fkill in government, found, by the event, that they had 
ill confulted their own quiet, or the happinefs of their people. 

Swift's Thoughts on the State of Affairs. 

Myste'riously. adv. [from myjlerious .] 

1. In a manner above underftanding. 

2. Obfcurely; enigmatically. 

Our duty of preparation contained in this one word, try 
or examine, being after the manner of myfteries, myjlerioujly 
and fecretly delcribed, there is reafon to believe that there is 
in it very much duty. Taylor's IVorthy Communicant. 

Each ftair myfierioufy was meant. Milton. 

Myste'riousness. n.f [from myjlerious.] 

1. Holy obfeurity. 

My purpofe is, to gather together into an union all thofe 
feveral portions of truth, and differing apprehenfions of my- 
Jlerioufnefs. Taylor’s IVorthy Communicant . 

2. Artful difficulty or perplexity. 

To My'sterize. v. a. [from myflery.] To explain as enigmas. 
My/lerizing their enfigns, they make the particular ones of 
the twelve tribes accommodable unto the twelve figns of the 
zodiack. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. v. 

MY'STERY. n.f. [jnupipio*; myjlcre, Fr.] 

1. Something above human intelligence j fomething awfully 
obfeure. 

They can judge as fitly of his worth. 

As I can of thole my/lerics which heav’n 
Will not have earth to know. Shakefpeare's Coriolanus , 

Upon holy days, let the matter of your meditations be ac¬ 
cording to the myflery of the day ; and to your ordinary de¬ 
votions of every day, add the prayer which is fitted to the 
myflery. Taylor. 

If God fhould pleafe to reveal unto us this great myflery of 
the trinity, or fome other myflcries in our holy religion, we 
fhould not be ableto underftand them, unlefs he would be¬ 
llow on us fome new faculties of the mind. Swift’s Serm. 

2. An enigma ; any thing artfully made difficult. 

To thv great comfort in this myjlery of ill opinions, here’s 
the twin "brother of thy letter. Shak. Mer. JVives of Windfor. 

Important truths ftill let your fables hold. 

And moral myflcries with art unfold. Granville. 

3. A trade; a calling: in this ftnfe it fhould, according to 
IT arhurt on, be written miflery , from mefliero, French, a trade. 

And that which is the noblelt myflerie , 

Brings to reproach and common infamy. Hubbert?s Tale. 


M Y T 

Inftrudlion, manners, myjleries and trades. 

Degrees, obfervances, cuftoms and laws. 

Decline to your confounding contraries. Shabh 

My stical. 1 ,. r .. , d 0 a "Jpeart. 

Mv'stick. \ ad J - Latin.] 

1. Sacredly obfeure. 

Let God himfelf that made me, let not man that 
h^ven"^ bc m Y inftructor concerning the myflkal ^ 

Front falvation all flefh being excluded this wa^ffekS 
revealed a way myfHcal and fupernatural. Hooke, l 

2. Involving fome fecret meaning; emblematical. ’ U 

Ye five other wand’ring fires ! that move * 

In myjlick dance not without fong, refound 
His praife, who out of darknefs call’d up light. Mitten 
It is Chrift’s body in the facrament and out of it • but in 
the facrament not the natural truth, but the fpiritual ’and J. 
P c f\ Taylor's IVorthy Communicant. 

it is plain from the Apocalypfe, that rnyflical Babylon is to 
be confumed by fire. Burnet's Theory of the Earth 

3. Obfeure; fecret. 

Left new fears difturb the happy Hate, 

Know, I have fearch’d the myjlick rolls of fate. Dryden. 

My'stically. adv. [from rnyflical .] In a manner, or by an 
aeft, implying fome lecret meaning. 

Thefe two in thy facred bofom hold, 

Till myflically join’d but one they be. 

My'sticalness. n . f . [from rnyflical.] Involution of fome fe¬ 
cret meaning. 

Mytholo'gical. adj. [from mythology.] Relating to the ex¬ 
plication of fabulous hiftory. 

The original of the conceit was probably hieroglyphical, 
which after became mythological , and by tradition ftolc into a 
total verity, which was but partially true in its covert lenfe 
and morality. Brown’s Vulgar Emm. 

Mytholo'gxcally. adv. [from mythological.] In a manner 
fuitable to the fyftem of fables. 

Mytho'logist. n . f . [from mythology.] A relator or expofitor 
of the ancient fables of the heathens. 

The grammarians and mythologifls feem to be altogether 
unacquainted with his writings. Creech. 

It was a celebrated problem among apeient mythologies , 
What was the ftrongeft thing, what the wifcll, and what the 
greateft ? Norris’s JUifcth 

To Mytho'logize. v.n. [from mythology.] To relate or ex¬ 
plain the fabulous hiftory of the heathens. 

Mytho'logy. n . f . [uu'-S-^ and Xoy©o ; mythologie , French.] 
Syftein of fables; explication of the fabulous hiftory of the 
gods of the heathen world. 

The modefty of mythology deferyes to be commended: the 
fcencs there are laid at a diftance; it is once upon a time, in 
the days of yore, and in the land of Utopia. Bentlq , 
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N A K 

A femivowel,has in Englifh an invariable found; 
as, no, name, net ; it is fonictimes after kn al - 
moft loft ; as, condemn, contemn. 

To Nab. v. a. [nappa, Swedifh.j 
9 To catch unexpectedly; to leize without 
warning. A word feldom ufed but in low language. 
NADIR, n. f. [Arabick.J The point under foot diretSUy op- 
pofite to the zenith. 

As far as four bright - figns comprize. 

The diftant zenith from the nadir lies. Creech. 

Naff. n.f. A kind of tufted fca-bird. 

Nag. n.f. [nagge, Dutch.] 

1. A fmall horfe. A horfe in familiar language. 

A hungry lion would fain have been dealing with good 
horfe-fleffi ; but the nag would be too fleet. L’Ejlrangc. 
Thy nags, the Icancft things alive. 

So very hard thou lov’ft to drive. Prior. 

2. A paramour; in contempt. 

Your ribauld nag of Egypt 

Hoifts fails, and flics. Shakefpeare’s Ant. and Cleopatra. 

NA IL. n.f. [ncegl, Saxon ; nagel, German.J 

1. I he hard cruft or horny fubftancc at the ends of the finders 

and toes. 0 

My nails can reach unto thine eyes. Shakefpeare. 

The meaneft fculptor in th’ AEmilian fquare. 

Can imitate in brafs, the nails and hair • 

Expert in trifles. ~ , 

varfous ° U I fingCrS S ive ftrcn S th ^ ^ofe parts in the 

I ™ * thc l 3re P ut to J and defend the numerous 

nerves and tendons that are under them. 

2. The talons of birds and bcafts. y ' 

3. A fpike of metal by which things are faftened together. 

As one nael by ftrength drives out another: 3 
“O/"e rem embrancc of my former love 
s by a newer objeft loon forgotten c/> r 

A h Ju U,1 ' S ^ ar Err °™> ii. r. 3. 
A beechen pail 

Hung by the handle, on a driven nail. , 

An equivocal word ufed for cl , dryden. 

and for an iron nail to fallen any thin* ° f ^ ha " d ° r foot » 
4- A Stud ; a bofs. } lh,n S- IVates. 

i 0 n li 4 etr r Br £&"?,* *-!» 

Lhe bankers ruin’d if he pays o ... „ 

7° NAit. v. a. [from the noun.] ^ 1 /W 

l. 1 o fallen with nails. J 

‘I the fins 

=• is** u nim . 

In goJden armour g Iori ° us to bcho|<} 

Na.ler. Tf. Ifrlmlml™ One w£?} ?° R Dr >Acn. 

VA'^ akcr - 3de ,S t0 for S e »ail s ; 

1. Wanf- f| ,acob > Saxon.] 

A i,K g c d r hs ’ uncov vrcd ; bare 

—asesst-J 


Milton, P. Lojh 


Addifon, 


N A M 


Mull fufTer change; 

As father of his family, he clad 
Their nakednefs with fkius of bcafts. 

Ungrateful men, 

Behold my bofom naked to your fwords, 

And let the man that’s injur’d ftrike the blow. 

2. Unarmed ; dcfencelels; unprovided. 

Had I but fcrv’d my God with half the zeal 
I ferv’d my king, he would not in mine age 
Have left we naked to mine enemies. Shakef Henry VTTT 

3. Plain ; evident; not hidden: 

The truth appears fo naked on tny fide. 

That any purblind eye may find it out. Shdkef. Hen VI 
4 ’ftraScd bare; wantin S the netellarjr additions; fimple; ab- 

Not that God doth require hothing Onto happinels at the 
hands of men, faving only a naked belief; for hope and cha¬ 
nty we may nor exclude; but that without belief all other 
things a*e as nothing, and it is the ground of thofe other di¬ 
vine virtues. tt , . ; U1 

Na'icedlv. adv. 1 ' 1 ‘ P' 37* 

1. Without coveritjg. 

2. Simply; merely; barely; in the ab draft: 

propcrt - va "» f •&*> 

3. Difcoverably; evidently. Holder . 

So blinds the fliarpeft counfels of the wife 
This overfhadowing Providence on high. 

And dazzleth all their deareft fightld eyes. 

Nakedness y nff^from naked.J thcyilCl Daf ‘ielCivil IVar. 

1. Nudity; want of covering. 

a J • . L 1 I grime with filth • 

And with prelentcd nakednefs out-face 

Tlie winds and perfections of the fkv: Sha K T 

„ N° r n C their 0UUvr:rd only, with the fl- ti A ' LtST ‘ 
Of hearts ; but inward naked,^f, ,, 

Opprobrious ! with hi, ro be of righteoufods 
Arraying, cover’d from his father's fio-ht ,... 

I entreat my gentle readr-c o. r ... ? n , . Milton. 

and not to imitate the nakednefs but 7" tl!ckers a gain, 
mother Eve. y ‘"nocence of their 

Thou » be ft rong mu „ „sffjlAf N *- ‘ 00 . 

O J hy °r n y armour is tov nakednefs ) J 

2. Want Of provifion for defence ^ Prior. 

NAMF" h C f; rs anJ »«cS^ W ' mliSlh ' r anJ **. , 

Sai<o,i; D . T "Jprt H„fb. 

ErrcJ 

Lhouh be afraid to hear it. 

: tho “gh thou call ‘ft thvfclf , 

Than any is i n hell 0* ' a he L ter name 

My name's. Macbeth. . 

r • “ cir ^ ■*— 

Geni xxvi. ig. 


them. 

I know thee by name. __ 

‘ , b - v . wh >ch any kind or fp-cies l A'tv* xxxiii - 1 

vv h-t s m a names' That wkF'- C ^’^'nguiftied, 

?/ wouKS’f «U a fe> 

^ W 

18 A 
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